
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IDTA COVID UPDATE  
September 4, 2020 

 
Thank you for checking in with IDTA.  We hope that our organization can meet your competitive needs this 
year! 
 

IDTA MEMBERSHIP 
Since team budgets may be tight and many teams will not be able to fundraise as in past years, the IDTA 
officers have voted to decrease the cost of membership from $100.00 to $50.00 per team for the 2020-2021 
season.  We hope that this still allows your program to compete in our organization. 
 

VIRTUAL CONTEST SEASON 
Over the course of the past month, the IDTA officers and judging committee have been meeting to discuss 
plans for the upcoming season.  We do have a virtual Start the Beat competition in place scheduled for 
November 7, 2020.  So what does the rest of the season look like for IDTA?  Our intent is to begin the contest 
season no matter what!  Plans are in place to hold a virtual competition season, if needed.  We do anticipate 
that our December contests will be held virtually.  We understand that teams that compete with us virtually, at 
least at the beginning, will have to follow social distancing guidelines, and that will impact formations, partner 
and group work.  Here is the tentative outline for the virtual competition format: 
 
*Our contests will be "date" specific, which means teams will be entering to compete on a specific day, 
whereas if it was an in-person competition, teams would be entering for a location. The huge advantage of this 
is competing against teams you don’t usually compete against until State.    
*We plan to offer a virtual competition each Saturday that a contest was originally scheduled.  Additional dates 
may also be added. 
*IDTA will be the contest host, not the schools.  Virtual contest registrations will go to President Michelle Deets. 
*Entry fees will be lowered to $50.00 for up to two routines and each additional routine will be $10.00.   Soloist 
entry fees will be lowered to $20.00. 
*The number of soloist entries will be increased. 
*Coaches will submit videos, similar to how we will have our Start the Beat soloists submit videos. 
*The judges will be judging the videos, still based on divisions and categories.  
*Teams and soloists will be able to qualify for the State competition. 
*The contest videos from each Saturday will be compiled and viewable the day of the contest, after routines 
have been judged.  There will be a LIVE announcement of the winners! 
 

IN-PERSON CONTESTS 
Should we be able to have in-person contests, everything is going to be based on IHSA guidelines.  Once 
those are determined, adjustments can be made to our schedule.  
   

REGISTERING FOR A CONTEST 
Last, as of right now, please do not send any registration forms and fees to the contest hosts, since we are still 
in the virtual competition planning stage.   
 
For the most up-to-date contest dates, both in-person and virtual, please click on the Competitions & Results 
button. 
 
Michelle Deets, President 
Illinois Drill Team Association 
 


